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19th August 2020 
 
Dear Parents 
 
I hope that you have all been able to enjoy the summer and have found time to enjoy some time with 
your families. I am writing to give you some more details about how we will be opening up to pupils from 
next week. As well as this letter, we are in the process of adding a video you can watch on the front page 
of our website that also takes you through some key points. www.staffordleys.com (This should be live 
before the end of the day). 
 
The government have made it clear that they want schools to reopen fully. They have decided this on 
the basis of; the prevalence of coronavirus decreasing; the new NHS test and trace system being in place; 
more clarity about the measures that need to be in place to create safe environments in schools; time 
out of school being detrimental to children’s development; and the low risk to children of becoming 
severely ill from coronavirus. 
 
We have looked at the government guidance in detail, and how this applies to our school and 
community. We have been able to make changes to our classrooms, learning spaces and routines and 
this means we are planning to open to pupils in Year 1-6 from Wednesday 26th August, with our EYFS 
pupils starting the following week. We are really looking forward to welcoming everyone back in and we 
are working hard to make the school a safe, enjoyable environment. 
 
Children will be returning to full classes of up to 30 children. At the start of term, we will be ensuring 
that these classes or bubbles do not mix with other classes. Over time, we expect to move towards 
children being able to play and interact with other children in their Year group outside. We are very lucky 
with the amount of space we have at Stafford Leys and we will do our best to ensure that children enjoy 
their break and lunchtimes. Within a class bubble, children will inevitably interact closely with each 
other. 
 
Safety measures 
 
When your children come into school, we will have the following protective measures in place: 
 

● There will be a one way system around the outside of school and our drop off and pick up times 
are now between 8:35 and 8:50am in the morning and 3:00 till 3:15pm in the afternoon. For the 
first week, we will extend the drop off period until 9:00am should you wish to drop off at a 
quieter time. 
 

● Children will be encouraged to wash their hands more often. Adults will support this. 
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● Our cleaning routine is enhanced, with all classrooms, toilets and frequently touched surfaces 
cleaned at least 4 times a day. 

 
● We will spend time helping the children understand how the school day will run and our new 

routines. Please reassure your child that they won’t get into trouble for not knowing these 
routines as they return to school. 

 
● We will have staggered break and lunch times to help keep classes and Year groups apart. 

 
● Large gathering, including assemblies, will not be taking place in the short term. 

 
● We are not planning any school trips for the first half term and this may be extended based on 

the latest advice.  
 

● We have a system in place should there be a suspected or confirmed case of Covid 19. This 
includes asking people to ensure they organise a test as soon as possible to ensure the smooth 
and safe running of the school. If a member of staff shows symptoms they will be directed to get 
tested, if a child shows symptoms, we ask parents to ensure they organize a test. 

 
● Bubbles of children could be asked to isolate with their families should a bubble need to close 

following a confirmed case. We will make sure that we communicate this clearly with you should 
this happen. 

 
● We will ensure our full risk assessment will be on our website next week, once it is finalised. 

 
Curriculum 
 
Although there will need to be some changes to reflect the teaching time that was lost during the 
lockdown, we will still be doing our best to provide an ambitious, broad curriculum. During the first few 
weeks, we will carry out some additional assessments as part of our normal teaching to identify any key 
areas that children will need extra support with during the school year. We will continue to monitor the 
progress of all children and will add in extra provision for our children where it is needed. This could 
include extra support during lessons, small group sessions or even 1-1 tuition. Our staff are excited to 
have the children back and can’t wait to see what new things that they might have learnt during their 
time away from school.  
 
We are extremely grateful for all the support we received over the last school year. We will continue to 
keep in touch if there are any updates to our plans or if we need to make changes due to new or updated 
government advice. It is likely that there will be a letter each week keeping you up to date with our plans! 
 
Warm regards 
 
Andy Kitchen  
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