
Wednesday 22nd May 2019, 9am – 10am 

In attendance: Andy Kitchen (AK), Allison Hammond (AH), Kate Kite (KK), Beenal Rajyaguru (BR) 

AH had opened the meeting to five parents in attendance and introduced the new parent governor 

BR.  

Introduction 

AH stated that HMI were due to revisit the school six months after the April 2018 Ofsted school report. 

Since the Ofsted inspection External Advisors have also supported the school in developing the 

leadership and management school staff to ensure that the special measures rating can be removed. 

A review of the Governance within the school together with follow ups have been positive and there 

has been good progress made since the April 2018 Ofsted inspection.  

AH also stated that the Governors have kept parents well informed with newsletters in September 

2018 and February 2019. AK reassured parents that the school had been risk assessed and that there 

have been developments in Pupil Premium and Governance reviews. Initial reports suggest that 

improvements are positive but until HMI complete a formal visit to the school the rating cannot be 

altered. AK advised parents that a day’s notice is provided from HMI and the school will have more 

data once this takes place and provided reassurance that the school is doing all the right things; 

parents were agreeable to this.  

 

Positive feedback 

A parent stated that both her and her daughter have had “positive vibes” from the school staff and is 

very happy with the teachers’ friendliness and welcoming attitude towards pupils and parents alike.  

AK thanked the parent for this positive feedback for the school staff. 

 
School Assemblies 

AK advised of the school assemblies which allow pupils to share their learning and celebrate successes 

to be trialled in the afternoons to maximise the best learning opportunities during the school day. 

Assemblies in the afternoon could potentially enhance pupil learning and productivity in the mornings. 

AK asked parents whether attending the annual class assemblies in the mornings would pose a huge 

problem for working parents? Parents showed some concern with the timings but agreed that this 

could be feasible provided advance notice to parents was available potentially using the school 

calendar on the school’s home web page. AK advised that this calendar is kept at least a month ahead 

by the school’s office staff. A parent from Class 3 advised that the calendar is not always kept updated 

with class assembly information but AK stated that this particular class assembly had coincided with 

SATs hence the cancellation of all assemblies for all school years. AK agreed with parents that this 

calendar was a good method of keeping parents updated with future school events and would 

reinforce the importance of ensuring its accuracy.  

 
Learning Behaviours 

AK discussed the introduction of learning behaviours and animals to correspond to each learning 

behaviour. These have been very well received with pupils able to verbalise their learning behaviours. 

AK reinforced that children are very well behaved at this school and praise has been provided to pupils 



for being able to encourage active learning and adapt different learning styles. Assemblies have been 

the main platform to introduce each animal, and pupil and parent feedback has been positive, 

especially on Twitter. Ofsted have stated that behaviours requires improvement but since the 

introduction of these animals and learning behaviours children will be more positive in their learning 

going forward.  

 
Pupil Premium 
 
AK stated that there is now a Pupil Premium Deputy for the school and there is a lot more support 
available for families for those eligible to receive Pupil Premium.  
 
 
Parental support for supporting children at home with learning 
 
A parent had asked how the school can support parents to reinforce the reading and maths to 
understand the way the children have been taught?  
 
AK responded that it was a good idea and the EYFS Phonics Meeting held at the start of the year has 
been incredibly positive. It is also provided as a session for parents of pupils in Year One too. AK also 
stated that 94% of pupils in Year One had passed their phonics checks compared to 82% nationally. AK 
also discussed that parents are encouraged to attend meetings throughout the school year and there 
are also videos on the school website to help with this. The general overview was that this does not 
necessarily need a one to one session with parents and teachers and that there would be different 
opportunities for the school to deliver this training e.g. meetings/EYFS sections on school website...etc. 
AK also discussed the methods of teaching Maths and leaving no student behind academically. 
 
 
Uniform – black shoes/trainers 
 
AK advised that local secondary schools have adapted their uniform policy to include black trainers 
and images were shown to parents of black trainers purchased from sports shops which appear smart 
in comparison to school shoes purchased from other traditional retailers. AH clarified that if footwear 
could be polished then they are classed as shoes. Trainer type shoes have been manufactured by 
brands such as Adidas and Nike (pictures of footwear were showed to parents). The consensus seems 
that fabric shoes seem to get soaked through and would not be suitable for school.  
 
 
Concerns re inconsistency of homework marking in Key Stage One/Two and in EYFS 
 
A parent had stated that year 2 and year 3 i.e. Key Stage 1 and Key Stage 2 homework is not being 
marked consistently, and rewards for homework were not consistent either which was “demoralising” 
for the children.  
 
AK discussed the importance of homework being acknowledged by the teachers and stated it should 
get looked at regularly but could not comment on individual cases. AK also stated that the teachers 
time is also spent in active learning and lesson planning and so homework may not prioritised on every 
single occasion it is set. AK will reinforce to all staff the importance of acknowledging homework set 
and ensuring rewards remain consistent e.g. house points and feedback. AK discussed the reward 
system with parents and discussed the stickers system, especially for older year 5 and year 6 pupils.  



Inconsistencies were also brought up in the three EYFS classes and that homework set for all three 
classes is not always consistent. AK reiterated that this would get addressed with the EYFS lead Mrs S 
Allison.  
 
 
Are academic tests set every term? 
 
AK stated that these “tests” will become “activities” as opposed to “tests” as the exam environment 
can panic some for pupils. Teachers can get a more accurate picture of progression when assessing 
children in their natural environment as opposed to examination conditions. An end of year assessment 
will be completed during the summer term year for all year groups including the SATs at the end of Key 
Stage 1 (year 2) and Key Stage 2 (year 6). SATs form the assessment tool for comparison with other 
schools as well as individual progression. Test results will not be shared immediately as the test results 
are used by teachers to understand where improvements need to be made.  
 
 
Can Apps be used by teachers to share children’s work with parents? 
 
AK stated that although sharing of work is a great idea and technology can help move forward with 
the way schools communicate with parents, the practicalities of using an App can become tedious and 
time consuming and take teachers away from their main role. Technology is used to upload photos 
onto Twitter already, and pupils’ books are made as colourful as possible which parents are invited to 
come in to look at during open afternoons. 
 
 
How do EYFS children settle in to year one? 
 
AK replied that children in all year groups will have a transition afternoon in the penultimate last week 
of the summer term. Parents can get an opportunity to meet teachers too. Children will stay together 
until the end of Key Stage 1, and switch classes for Key Stage 2.  

 

 

AK had then thanked everybody for coming, advised to share responses with other parents and 

advised a new date for Parent Forum will be announced in the new school year.  


