
Welcome to the very first English newsletter!  
 

We have had an amazing Autumn term so far at Stafford Leys with lots of exciting 
English changes and events to update you on. 
 
Whole Class Reading 
In years 2 – 6 we have launched a new approach to the teaching of reading where 
the emphasis will move from ‘small group guided reading’ to ‘whole class reading’. In 
Whole Class Reading, there is a high level of interaction between teachers and pupils. 
Children are exposed to and take part in reading high-quality texts every day and 
discussion in an immersive environment. Texts are carefully chosen by teachers to 
provide appropriate challenge that builds on pupils’ existing knowledge and 
understanding.  
Reading and exploring the same text as a whole class has generated a lot of 
enthusiasm from the children so far, who thoroughly enjoy these sessions throughout the 
school. The opportunities to then use author’s language and sentence construction as 
part of writing sessions are vast.  
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In their daily whole class reading session, we have introduced VIPERS (please see overleaf for more information)  

Our reading sessions involve children developing their vocabulary and critical thinking skills whilst improving their 

inference, deduction and comprehension skills. The children take part in a range of activities both oral and written 

that  include: clarifying unknown words and phrases; inferring and deducting to form an opinion; predicting; ex-

plaining authors’ intent; retrieving information; summarising and answering comprehension questions.  

Teachers will continue to use their professional judgement to identify children requiring basic skill development 

who would therefore benefit from individual reading to a teacher or LSA.  

Vivacious Vocabulary 
 

Our first vocabulary day was a tremendous success. 
The whole school embraced the importance of vocab-
ulary and everybody was buzzing about adventurous 
and exciting words! Children and staff looked fantas-
tic and the children spent the day immersed in new 
vocabulary and learning about the importance it has 
in reading and writing. We can already see how the 
children are thinking carefully about their vocabulary 
choices in their writing. We also have a wonderful 
display in the hall to celebrate the children's vocabu-
lary choices and the impact it is having on their writ-
ing! 

 
Crow Castle Reading Adventure 
 
All Stafford Leys children had the opportunity to ex-
perience the Crow Castle Reading Adventure to high-
light the importance of reading and the skills we can 
gain from it. It was a truly exciting event where the 
children had to solve clues through reading/phonics to 
escape from the castle. The feedback from staff and 
teachers has been really positive with 100% of chil-
dren surveyed saying they would love to experience 
another reading adventure soon! 

Reading book bands 
 
Across the school, we have made positive changes to 
our reading book band scheme making it easier for 
children to choose the correct book for them at an 
appropriate level. EYFS and KS1 has always been  a 
colour banded system but the colour banded system 
now follows on into KS2. Children in Year 6 have the 
opportunity to move on to be a free reader. Thanks 
to the PFA we have been able to invest in range of 
age appropriate and engaging texts for them to 
choose from in their very own Year 6 micro library. In 
the summer term in Year 5, children reading at a 
greater depth can also be given the opportunity to 
be a free reader. 
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